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‘B. R. Fox’ Mystery Company 


By DAVID WILKENING 
Sentinel Star Staff 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — There is 
a large for sale sign at 2701 
Fairview Drive in this Washington 
suburb. It is a run-down home 
with green siding and neighbors 
suggest it has not been sold 
because of its $80,000 asking price. 

The home was once owned by an 
exterminator known as the “bug- 
man.” It was sold to an electron- 
ics genius who designed the 
equipment for a company that 
prospered in another type of 
“bug”: electronic eavesdropping. 

The business apparently has 
been dissolved, but the mysteri- 
ous B. R. Fox Co. has not quite 
faded away. It is being investigat- 
ed by the FBI in connection with 
extortion threats sent to the heads 
of several Southern utility com- 
panies, including two in Florida. 

The letters were signed “B. R.’ 
Fox Co., 2701 Fairview Drive, 
Alexandria, Va.” One mystery to 
the FBI, which does not release 
results of a pending investigation, 
is why an extortionist would sign 
a letter quoting a defunct com- 
pany. 


BUT THE Fox Co. is connected 
to a number of odd incidents. 
Characters involved with the 
company include a dead electron- 
ics genius; his wife, who is a 
government secretary concerned 
about her job and claiming to 
know nothing about the affair; a 
Georgia armaments dealer who 
has a federal license to sell to 
foreign countries; a free-lance 
writer who is convinced the 
defunct Fox Co, was connected 
with the Central Intelligence 
Agency, and a Washington lawyer 
who is reluctant to talk about the 
case with reporters. 

The National Wiretap Com- 
mission, whichis monitoring 
federal law restricting the use of 
electronic listening devices, has 
some information about the B. R. 
Fox Co. in its files. 

“The B. R, Fox history dates 
back to 1955,’ says a brochure 
entered in the commission’s re- 
cords, “when in a small town 60 
miles north of New York City — 
Holmes, New York — Bernard A. 
Spindel worked out of his two- 
story laboratory which nestled in 
a rural setting in the foothills of 
the Berkshire Mountains.” : 

“Spindel was an_ electronics 
genius,” says Andrew St. George, 
a well-known free-lance writer in 
New York who has testified before 
various congressional committees 
on CIA activities. 


SPINDEL’S EQUIPMENT 
included microphones hidden in 
lamps and belts. His work was so 
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good that few improvements have 
been made in recent years, says 
St. George. 

Spindel was widely believed to 
have tapped the telephone at New 
York City Hall. But that was not 
true, according to wiretap com- 
mission reports. He did serve a 
jail sentence, however, for il- 
legally tapping a telephone in a 
divorce proceeding. 

St. George maintains there is 
“no question’’ the company 
Spindel spawned, B. R. Fox, was 
involved with the CIA. He is 
working on a magazine article 
about the company. 

The Fox Co. — named after 
Spindel’s wife, Barbara Fox — 
was dissolved last year. Spindel 
died in 1969 and his wife says she 
had disagreements with Fox Co. 
participant Michael J. Morrissey, 
a Washington lawyer. 


MRS. FOX says she knows 
nothing about the extortion at- 
tempt and Morrissey says the 
same. He adds the Fox Co. 
is dissolved but has no further 
comment, 


Georgia arms dealer Mitchell 
Werbell III once tried to arrange 
a business deal with the Fox Co. 
In a telephone interview from his 
Atlanta office, Werbell said he 
discussed selling electronics 
equipment to foreign countries for 
the Fox Co. But the deal never 
came off. 


“They Had some very good, very 
modern equipment,” Werbell 
says. 

“As far as I know, the Fox Co, 
went out of business a year ago. I 
have no idea about this extortion 
business or anything else.” 


The Washington Post reported 
in January that an official of the 
Federal Drug Enforcement 
Administration was offered ‘‘as- 
sassination devices” by someone 
from the Fox Co. 


A CATALOG detailing the de- 
vices was obtained by the Sentinel 
Star from the office of a U.S. 
senator. 


The devices listed include an 





explosive charge designed to be 
concealed in a telephone handset. 
“Quick and easy installation to 
the underside of the mouthpiece,” 
the catalog says. “Solid-state, 
epoxied miniature unit ... rugged 
and durable ... all hand-wired. 
Unlimited lifetime with proper 
handling. Allow two weeks for 
assembly and_ shipping, price 
f.o.b. Alexandria, Va.” 


The price has been deleted for 
the device, which has the code 
name SAD-1, It’s part of what the 
company Calls its ‘‘astro’’ line of 
equipment. The line includes 
explosive ‘items concealed in 
everyday objects or packaged as 
‘black box’ pieces” with no labels 
or other extras except ‘‘the neces- 
Sary actuator switches and sen- 
sors,” 


Among the company’s other 
‘custom designed electronic 
specialties” are ADD-2, an ex- 
ploding cigarette pack with 
“simple operation. All electron- 
ics are sub-miniaturized .. . of 
the highest grade .. . subjected to 
rigorous testing.’ 


THE CATALOG warns custom- 
ers “explosives are not included 
and are the only thing to be 
added. Allow two weeks for 
shipment.” 


Other products offered by the 
company include MAD-2, an ex- 
ploding camera and TAD-l, a 
“black box module’? which is 
designed to explode if disturbed. 

In the catalog, the company 
also offers to modify or custom- 
design products if none of those 
listed will fill the bill and 
assures customers Fox Co. bombs 
and other devices are made to 
meet high standards of ‘‘depen- 
dability, reliability, lifetime and 
performance under most weather 
conditions.” 


A LETTER was allegedly sent 
by the Fox Co. to Werbell, 
outlining the equipment, but the 
Georgia arms dealer says he 
never received it because it was 
intercepted by an employe. 


the electronics company conduct- 
ed seminars on techniques for 
local police forces, funded by the 
Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration. The agency, 
however, could find no records of 
any such funding, a spokesman 
said. 

Mrs. Fox, who is said to be 
worried about her job, appearéd to 
be confused about activities of the 
electronics company bearing her 
name. She says she knew nothing 
about the company making any 
explosive devices. 


If there are any clues to the 
strange utility extortion attempt 
at the former Fox headquarters in 
Alexandria, the FBI is not releas- 
ing any information. 


A 900- square-foot warehouse 
formerly used to house electronic 
equipment sold by the Fox Co, is 
now rented by Don Bloch, a 
pharmacist who quit his job to 
make decorative Pepsi bottles. 

He stretches them in a kiln and 
fills them with 12 colors of sand. 
They are then sold to high school 
groups and others, who resell 
them in fund raising efforts. 


MOST OF THE leftover equip- 
ment belonging to .the Fox 
Co. has been sold. But fuse 
boxes and other items are still 
scattered near the warehouse 
behind the home at 2701 Fairview. 


Bloch was visited last week by 
the FBI. He told agents he knew 
nothing about the Fox Co, 


He recalls that, following their 
visit, he noticed — for the first 
time — the heavy-duty circuit 
breakers and other electronics 
equipment lying around the ware- 
house. 


Police Reject Offer 
In Oklahoma City 


OKLAHOMA CITY (UPI) — 
The striking Fraternal Order of 
Police Saturday rejected a new 
offer from city officials, but the 
union’s president reported some 
progress toward a settlement of 
the three-day-old dispute. 

Union leaders and the city 
management met Saturday and a 
union meeting was called for 
this afternoon. 

“The lines of communication 
are still open. Progress is being 
made,’”’ FOP president Jim Par- 
sons’ said. 

He did not disclose details of 
the rejected proposal. 





